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The Text

(
 Oliver, 6, sat on the stairs waiting for his dad to arrive for his regular visit. For two years, since the break-up of his parents’ marriage, these weekends away with his father had given shape to his young life. But the minutes ticked into hours, and still his dad failed to arrive. Wendy, Oliver’s mum, was upset. That day, without warning, he walked out of his young son’s life forever. 
( 
Such an event would be painful for any child. Yet, Oliver’s distress was made more intense because he has Down’s syndrome. He became unsettled. At school, he started to misbehave. At night, he was wakeful. So Wendy, 53, and her daughter Anna, 14, tried to fill the gap left by his absentee dad. Wendy, a former librarian, set about providing a life rich in experience and interest for her young son. And all along, her faith in her son was unwavering. Before he had even turned one, Wendy taught Oliver sign language. In defiance of the experts who insisted he’d never be able to talk, words emerged. 
( 
As a single mum, Wendy started to do just “safe” activities with Oliver rather than the adventurous outdoor ones he loved. But she realized he needed a male influence in his life the day Anna and Wendy put on mascara - and Oliver started copying them. It was at this point that Mike O’Carroll arrived in their lives. Wendy and Mike, 55, a photographer, had met many years earlier. Wendy invited him to visit her. When he did so, it was clear from the outset that Mike and Oliver had a connection. Mike began documenting Oliver’s life in photographs, taught him to take his own photos and eventually bought him a Camera. They go together fishing every week. But the passion that really unites them is photography.
 (
When Mike and Wendy got married, Oliver was best man. Last week, Oliver turned 18. There was a special barbecue and a three-day trip. The richness of his existence is proof of the conquering power of Wendy's and the stepfather’s dedication, commitment and love. ‘Mike came into Oliver’s life and became his new dad,’ says Wendy. ‘It’s thanks to Mike that Oliver is the amazing young man he is today. 
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I- Reading Comprehension: (15 marks)

1) Tick (() the appropriate title for the text. (1 mark)

( The tragedy of a disabled child  

( New Daddy, new hope
( The journey of a helpless mother

2) Correct the following false statements with details from the text. (3 marks)

a- The father’s presence had no impact on Oliver. (paragraph 1)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………...............................

b- The stress Oliver felt because of his father's absence was exceptional. (paragraph 2)

…………………………………………………………………………………...........................…………………...

c- Doctors were hopeful about Mike’s case. (paragraph 2)
…………………………………………………………………………………...........................…………………...

3) Complete the summary below with words from paragraphs 1 & 3: (3 marks)
Oliver is now a confident man. Since his parents' divorce, Oliver had been ......................... for the weekends to see his dad. But he suddenly disappeared, which made Oliver lack the ......................... of a man. It's thanks to the stepfather who ......................... Oliver some skills that his life has completely changed. 

4) With reference to paragraph 2, list the 3 other impacts of the father’s absence on Oliver. (3 marks)
a- distressed 
b- ……………………………………………………………………

c- …………………………………………………………………...

d- ……………………………………………………………………
5) Tick (() the right option. (1 mark)

“Her faith in her son was unwavering” (paragraph 2) means

( She never gave up hope in Oliver's capacities.  

( She was pessimistic about Oliver's case.
( She was overwhelmed by Oliver's tragic situation.
6) What do the underlined words in the text refer to? (2 marks)

ones (paragraph 3) refers to …………………………….
his (paragraph 4) refers to ……………………………....
7) Find in paragraph 3 a word that nearly means: (1 mark)

starting point: ……………………
8) Give a personal justified answer to the following question. (1 mark)

If Oliver’s real father decides to come back into his son's life, do you think that Oliver will accept or reject him? Why?
………………………………………………………………………………….........................................................................................................................................................................................………………………

II- Writing: (15 marks)

1- Complete the following interview with suitable questions and answers. (5 marks)

Journalist: We will talk about family responsibilities and sharing roles. As a working mother of four teenagers, is it easy to reconcile the house chores with your job?
 Interviewee: No,……………………………………………………………………………..............…............…...
Journalist: Do you get any assistance from your husband? 
Interviewee: Convincing him to help with the housework was the hardest part. However, now ……………………………………..........................................................………..................................................
Journalist: What about your children? ………………………………………………........................................?

Interviewee: Definitely, I taught my children to assume responsibilities since they could walk. 
Journalist: That’s great! Does sharing roles have any effect on their personalities?

Interviewee: Sure, they have become ………………………………………………………………….................
Journalist: Before we finish, what would you like to advise parents?

Interviewee: …………………………………………………………………………...............................…………

Journalist: Thank you for your time. Bye 

Interviewee:  You are welcome, bye.
2- An article: (10 marks)
You have lately found out about the importance of being philanthropic and how this can be beneficial to the poor and helpful to solve their problems.
Write an article in your school magazine to give your opinion about the issue and encourage teenagers to volunteer and give a hand to the needy. 
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III- Language: (10 marks)
1- Fill in the blanks with 7 words from the list below. (3.5 marks)

{disorganized / however / for / face / moreover / seek / expectations / enough / to}


   Parenting is tough regardless of the child's age. In fact, the difficulty with teens is that they think they are mature ………………………. to fight battles the same as adults. During preadolescence, children feel ………………………., and their growth is rapid and uneven. Children try to meet the ………………………. of both parents and friends. Parents of preadolescents may feel less ready to ………………………. the new challenges than when their children were younger. During middle adolescence, parents may take on the role of a counselor. The warmth, affection, and positive communication of a counselor, ………………………. , must be balanced with the teen’s need to be independent. Teens ………………………. information from friends on social events, dating, joining clubs and other social life aspects. Yet, they turn …………………….  their parents for information on education, career plans, and money matters.

2- Put the bracketed words in the right tense or form. (3.5 marks)



James Stowers died yesterday at the age of 90. He dedicated his life to (improve) ………………….. the lives of others. As the (found) ………………….. of Kansas City-based American Century Investments, James built an investment firm employing 1,300 people worldwide. Using the wealth (earn) ………………….. from his company, he later established and endowed the Stowers Institute for Medical Research. Throughout his whole life, whether as businessman or philanthropist, he thought about making things better for other people. Stowers wrote, "It was my belief that if we (help) ………………….. to make people successful, they would in turn make us successful." He was a pioneer in the worlds of investment, management and (person) ………………….. philanthropy. Thomas, president and chief executive officer of American Century Investments said: "We are all (deep) ………………….. touched by Mr. Stowers' death and will miss the enthusiasm he (already / bring) ………………….. to the unique research organization bearing his name."

3- Circle the correct alternative: (3 marks)


       We are on 8 November 2014, one year after Typhoon Haiyan left more than 6 million children in need of emergency assistance in Manila, Philippines. UNICEF is helping build (strengthen / stronger / strongest), more resilient communities that are better prepared for future disasters. A year ago, millions of children in the Philippines (have lost / lost / lose) their homes, schools and loved ones. Typhoon Haiyan affected more than 14 million people, including four million (who / which / whose) were left homeless. UNICEF responded (slowly / lately / immediately) preparing emergency teams and supplies as well as essential health, nutrition, education and water and sanitation support. Over the last year, UNICEF has provided 1.3 million people (for / to / with) access to clean water and built more than 2,000 temporary learning spaces for more than 210,000 children providing all (required / inquired / acquired) school  supplies. 
Devoir de synthèse 1
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